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ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 /026W 

063892 

O 301204Z OCT 75 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5046 
INFO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT IMMEDIATE 

SECRET DAMASCUS 4251 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ASEC, PINS 

SUBJECT: GALLAGHER/DYKES KIDNAPPING 

1. RAISED GALLAGHER/DYKES KIDNAPPING PROBLEM AGAIN 
WITH SHIHABI OCTOBER 29 AND INQUIRED WHAT NEWS HE HAD. 

SHIHABI SAID THAT SAME EVENING HE HAD FIRST DISCUSSED 
PROBLEM WITH ME (OCTOBER 22) HE HAD MET WITH SAIQA CHIEF 
ZUHAYR MUHSEN. INFORMED MUHSEN THAT SYRIA EXPECTED 
HIM DO UTMOST TO DISCOVER WHEREABOUTS OF AMERICANS AND 
SECURE THEIR RELEASE. MUHSEN HAD RETURNED BEIRUT DURING NIGHT 
OF OCTOBER 25-26. HE CONTACTED SHIHABI OCTOBER 27 TO ADVISE 
THAT ALL INFORMATION INDICATED GALLAGHER-DYKES IN PFLP 
CUSTODY. HE TELEPHONED AGAIN EVENING OCTOBER 28 TO ADVISE 
HE STILL WORKING ON PROBLEM BUT HAD NO DETAILS TO REPORT 
TO SHIHABI. 

2. 1 EXPRESSED OUR APPRECIATION FOR SHIHABI'S EFFORTS AND 
NOTED WE AWARE THAT FONMIN KHADDAM HAD HIMSELF BEEN IN CONTACT 
WITH CHAMOUN ABOUT KIDNAPPING. STATED WE COUNTED ON SYRIA'S 
CONTINUING EFFORTS TO SECURE THEIR SAFE RELEASE. 

3. COMMENT: IN LIGHT SHIHABI'S COMMENTS, BELIEVE THAT SYRIA IS 
WORKING TO BEST OF ITS ABILITY USING INSTRUMENTS OVER WHICH IT HAS 
MOST CONTROL. PFLP-SARG PROBLEMS ARE WELL KNOWN AND LONG- 
STANDING. THUS IF GALLAGHER-DYKES DEFINITELY IN PFLP CUSTODY, 
CONSIDER CHAMOUN'S CRITICISM OF SYRIAN EFFORTS UN- 
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